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“CHERNOBYL, MY ETERNAL PAIN”   
 
Natalia Manzurova, participant in the mitigation of the Chernobyl accident's 
impact. 
 
The HBO miniseries “Chernobyl” has sparked great interest in all countries 
around the world and made the audience aware of the risks of a massive nuclear 
disaster. But this is a fictional movie in its essence. Is it based on real events and 
characters? How is it possible to to distinguish between truth and artistic 
exaggeration? Natalia Manzurova, a radiobiologist and engineer, worked as a 
liquidator in the Chernobyl zone from 1987 to 1991. Having been affected by the 
chronic radiation sickness, she paid dearly for this mission with her health. 
Natalia considered it necessary to share her comments on the series with the 
public. 
 
Edited and translated in English by Tatiana Kasperski 
 
1. The employees of the nuclear power plant have insufficient qualifications. 
They treat the reactor as a "pot". True. 
 
It is very well shown that NPP workers do not have the appropriate qualifications. 
Later it was said that they treated the reactor as a pot. In the military nuclear industry 
there was a practice of training personnel who were allowed to work at the reactor. 
My father worked as a mechanic in the first reactor hall at Mayak for 40 years. He 
spent three years training his future shift. He trained a young engineer who was 
assigned to him. The trainee literally followed him on his heels; before that he had 
studied technical instructions and had taken the hardest exams.  
 
2. The taste of metal in the mouth. True. 
 
Very accurately noticed. In 1986 and 1987, everyone who worked in the 30 km zone 
felt this taste. But the bosses explained that this was a lie, people’s fantasies. As in 
some may have had metal crowns in their mouths and they would have felt them. And 
radiation had nothing to do with it, they said. 
 
3. 3.6 Roentgen of background radiation. True. 
 
 Sensors at the nuclear power plant were fine-tuned. Our ONIS1 scientists took a 
military sensor with them when they went to Chernobyl on May 1. It has a toggle 
switch that can switch readings by 100 and 1,000 times. But this is just the 
background radiation. That is, the external radiation exposure. At that time, no one 
talked about internal absorption of radionuclides.  
 
4. Soldiers cordoning off the station. True. 
 
 At first, the entire police force was mobilized and placed on the perimeter around the 
station. From accounts by eyewitnesses, former employees of the nuclear power plant 
with whom I worked, I know that the head of radiation safety of the plant, 

																																																								
1	ONIS	–	Experimental	Scientific	Research	Station	at	Mayak	facility	



	 2	

understanding what was happening, and not listening to the bosses who said not to 
panic, got in his car and drove to the police posts, and told these policemen, soldiers, 
to run away from the burning reactor, to save their young lives. He himself soon died. 
 
5. A fireman takes a piece of graphite with his hand. True. 
 
 Indeed, the firefighters were absolutely unprepared to deal with the consequences of 
radiation accidents and did not know how the reactor worked, because there was 
extensive propaganda that the Soviet nuclear industry was absolutely safe. The entire 
population of the nuclear workers’ city of Pripyat was not ready for a possible 
accident. Some went to the bridge to watch the reactor burn. They all died. My friend 
worked at the first unit of the Chernobyl nuclear power plant. Her daughter with a 
one-month-old child lived with her mother-in-law in the house closest to the nuclear 
power plant. She sat on a bench with a pram and looked at the burning reactor. The 
child developed severe disorders. For a long time he could not stand completely on 
his feet, and so on. Later, when he was a teenager, he had a severe mental disorder. 
 
6. Iodine prophylaxis. Scientist from the Minsk Radiation Institute, taking a 
tablet of "potassium iodide". True. 
 
It's terrible that we didn't know about such simple things that in case of any radiation 
accident, even a small leak, one should immediately take stable iodine. In an accident, 
iodine-131 is released. It affects the thyroid gland, especially in children. Later on, 
guidelines would appear that would explain how many drops of medical iodine you 
need for a glass of water. But the film accurately shows a scientist from the Minsk 
Radiation Institute, who immediately took a pill of "Potassium iodide". If the thyroid 
gland receives the right amount of stable iodine, it does not absorb the radioactive 
iodine. Dissolving drops of iodine in a glass is unpractical. First, in a hurry you can 
exceed the dose and burn the esophagus. Secondly, the alcohol tincture is not for 
children. If there are no pills at hand, it is better to apply medical iodine on the shins 
in a painted iodine grid. It is strange that even in the reactor room there were no 
iodine pills in the medicine cabinet. And even doctors did not use them. I grew up in 
the closed city (ZATO) of Ozersk, in Chelyabinsk region, where the Mayak nuclear 
facility is located. At our school we had constant air-raid drills. We were sent class by 
class and without panic to the bomb shelter under the school, we were taught how to 
put on a gas mask, and we were given orange flat boxes with iodine pills and 
prevention vaccines in case of bacteriological contamination. Now it's all forgotten 
and it's impossible to reach out to the authorities to convince them to conduct drills 
with the population. 
 
7. Boxes of vodka freely available in the zone. Not true. 
 
There was a dry law in the Chernobyl zone. If they saw someone drinking or bringing 
alcohol through the checkpoint, they would kick him or her out of job. So the 
depictions of vodka boxes are very inrealistic. For a long time there was a rumor that 
vodka eliminates radionuclides. This came after "bio-robots" (soldiers who worked on 
the roof of the third block to clean radioactive debris) were given alcohol or vodka. 
But vodka or alcohol were used to relieve stress. And at the Mayak nuclear facility, 
since Kurchatov's time, it had been a rule to place a metal canister with alcohol and a 
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chain-linked metal mug at the exit from the dangerous facility. But later on, the 
nuclear workers started to suffer from alcoholism and one put an end to it.   
 
8. « Would you have a cigarette? » as an extraneous (inadequate) question given 
the circumstances. True. 
 
Radiation burns of the whole body, acute radiation sickness, psychological disorders, 
incomprehensible behavior, the shock of pain. A person does not yet understand what 
happened to him. Later on, when people affected by acute radiation sickness are taken 
from the station to the hospital, buses would stop every ten meters. Because people 
were very nauseous, they were knocking their heads against bus walls because of the 
pain. One doctor, who participated in the evacuations, told me that. 
 
9. A fireman with a star on his helmet. An artistic fiction. 
 
A firefighter gets in the shot all the time, and he's got a big red star on his helmet. 
This wasn't really the case. Maybe the filmmakers wanted to draw the attention of the 
foreign viewer to the fact that these were the Soviet firefighters. A sort of artistic 
technique. 
 
10. Specialists smoking in a high radiation situation. Not true. 
 
The most flagrant mistake of the filmmakers is to constantly show how nuclear 
specialists smoke at the workplace. This was categorically forbidden at all nuclear 
facilities. And nowhere was this rule broken. All professionals know that hands 
cannot be completely clean of radionuclides at the production sites. If you take a 
papirosa (there were no cigarettes with filters at the time), crumple it in your hands 
and make a clamp, then radionuclides can get into your mouth from your hands. 
When I was working for the liquidation of the accident’s consequences at the 
Chernobyl nuclear power plant, I was constantly teaching my subordinates how to 
smoke correctly, if they wanted to smoke anyway, and how to go correctly to the 
bathroom (there are also some rules here). 
 
11. Chain of command approvals. True. 
 
This is very accurately portrayed. Any action had to be approved from above at every 
level of the hierarchy, especially by the party apparatus. It took a lot of time. But at 
the Chernobyl nuclear power plant the real threat posed by the damaged reactor 
became clear over time, and issues began to be resolved very quickly. And 
professionally. 
 
12. "Moment of glory”.  True. 
 
Yes, the faith in socialism was immense. One had to "save face", not to allow panic in 
any case. Therefore, everything was based on lie. The film portrays rather pompously 
an old party boss of high rank, he has a stick for some reason. He didn't quite fit in the 
movie thread and as a result stuck out. The personal attitude of the filmmakers 
towards the Soviet party figures, their personal vision appears very clearly here, the 
influence of the party apparatus is shown here in a concentrated form, through the 
behavior of one person. 
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13. Schoolgirls in white aprons on a regular day. Fiction. 
 
Documentary footage was added to the film's body. We see schoolgirls who go to 
school in white aprons. But they were wore them only for the holidays. On regular 
days they wore black aprons to school.  
 
14. Medical personnel hold irradiated people close. Not true. 
 
This is impossible. Did the doctors not understand that they would immediately 
become radioactively contaminated?  Or is this an omission of the filmmakers? 
 
15. The heroism of an academician, the nuclear physicist Valeri Legasov. True 
 
His perseverance in defending the truth about what was going on at the reactor. 
Reading liquidators’ responses to the series, I saw that he was not the only one like 
this there. There were a lot of knowledgeable people who made the correct decisions. 
But it is not possible to show it even in the series. And Legasov's figure embodied all 
the atomic scientists, and the story of the fireman’s wife portrays the suffering of all 
the victims. 
 
16. “To the proletarians of all countries" toast at the table. Fiction. 
 
There is so much over-exaggeration in showing the people drinking after such a toast. 
This slogan was never used by ordinary people in everyday life situations.  
 
17. Dosimeters. True. 
 
And again, the director smokes at the reactor control panel. He really wouldn’t be 
able to bring a pack of cigarettes to his workplace. To get to work, you must leave 
your home clothes in the locker room, go naked through the sanitary checkpoint, 
where you put on white underwear, then white overall on top. But they surprisingly 
accurately showed what was the individual dosimeter and how it was attached to the 
overalls with the plastic casing. These are film badge dosimeters. They get exposed 
differently depending on the dose received by a person. If an employee received a 
higher than permissible daily dose, he was punished. He wouldn’t get vacation during 
the summer. He could be excluded from the waiting list for a public apartment. 
Therefore, in emergency cases, workers took off and hid dosimeters. NPPs of that 
time should have had individual dosimeters called "pencils". It looks like a metal 
cylinder. If you look at the glass end of the cylinder, you can see the scale with the 
dose you "took" during the time you wore it. Later on, the liquidators received 
personal meters for accumulated dose in a shape of a tablet. But their limit was no 
more than 0.1 roentgen per shift, i.e. 15 days. Here it should be said that both at 
nuclear military facilities and at time of accidents, such as one at the Chernobyl 
nuclear power plant, there was double counting of the accumulated dose. Real doses 
were classified, and official doses were underreported.  
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18. Five thousand tons of sand, cement, boron. True. 
 
 There was no precedent in the world for mitigating such a large-scale accident. To 
extinguish the burning reactor was the primary task. The wind had already spread 
radiation dust across European countries. Radiation fell out on the territories where 
cattle grazed and agricultural products were grown. And it was difficult to know on 
the spot where and how much fell. It was necessary to collect samples and process 
them in radiobiological laboratories. Therefore, the film shows how sand, boron, 
cement are thrown in the burning reactor. But a mistake was made about the time of 
the helicopter crash. It had fallen already during the installation of two cranes for the 
construction of the sarcophagus. But this is an artistic technique to show the heroism 
of the pilots. Moreover, there were two helicopters that crashed and two crews were 
killed. The second helicopter fell not far from Chernobyl. I spoke to the helicopter 
commander Yuri Yakovlev (he is still alive). He said that when they flew over the 
reactor, high radiation hit the bottom of the helicopter. Pilots therefore put thick lead 
sheets on the bottom and the seats. The sheets made helicopter much heavier. And 
while it was hovering the pilot lost control and it collapsed down. 
 
19. Military tent camps. True. 
 
 The military personnel spent their free time at them. When the team of the special 
enterprise "Complex" of the production complex "Pripyat" at the end of the operation 
for the liquidation of the accident and during withdrawal of troops from the territory 
began to disassemble the tent camps to bury them, our dosimetrician came to me, 
goggle-eyed. He was exasperated by the fact that the tents were set up directly on 
radioactive ground, he showed measurements of grass and soil. We were horrified. 
How much of both external and internal radiation were these soldiers receiving? They 
were sleeping and eating on this ground. Again in the film, the soldiers are drinking. 
It wasn't so, at least it wasn't done as openly and demonstratively. 
 
20. Killing of domestic animals. True. 
 
 I have told many times how and why it was done. The film shows it in a very tragic 
way. But the filmmakers wanted to limit the impact on the audience, showing only the 
shooting of dogs and cats. Together with the military, our lab technicians walked 
through the surrounding villages. People were evacuated for three days. That's what 
they were told. Those who did not tie up their horses, cows, and goats gave them a 
chance to run away. But many animals were in stalls or tied up. When you entered 
such a village, you heard a terrible howl. The animals screamed from hunger and fear. 
It was impossible to show this terrible massacre in all detail in the film. The animals 
were shot with guns and with automatic rifles. We were later catching those animals 
that were running around the exclusion zone territory and putting them in stalls on the 
territory of the newly created laboratory in Pripyat. We studied their radiation 
damage, conducted experiments. Homeless dogs ran into the woods, and they crossed 
with wolves. Later they were running in huge, terrible packs across Pripyat, 
Chernobyl and the surrounding areas.  
More generally we often see people with guns in the movie. But with the exception of 
those who shot animals, nobody in the area where the liquidation effort was carried 
out had guns. 
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21. Funeral of firemen in Moscow. True. 
 
It is telling to see how the firemen who perished were buried in Mitinskoe cemetery in 
Moscow and how one buried animals. The entire burial grounds were filled with 
concrete. 
 
22. Death of birds and animals. True. 
 
 Footage of dead animals appears in a glimpse. It really was so. The accident occurred 
during animals and birds hatching season. Most of these offspring died. Adult birds 
were killed by high doses of radiation or absorption of "dirty" insects. There was no 
one to feed the chicks. And newborns are also more sensitive to radiation. Those birds 
that survived were weakened and might not have survived the autumn migration to 
the southern regions. The animals - foxes, wolves - ate smaller animals that had 
accumulated high doses. The animals walked on the ground, on grass very heavily 
contaminated with radionuclides and finely dispersed fuel from the reactor. Their 
limbs and body got burned from the radiation. Moreover, the radiation gets stuck in 
the animals’ hair, continuing to kill. It destroyed hair and flesh down to the bone. 
Herbivorous animals ate "dirty" grass and leaves, getting their intestines burned. And 
they died. After the Chernobyl zone had been free from by hunters, a lot of animals 
entered from Belarusian forests. They multiplied quickly. Many radionuclides have 
decayed over the years. A good forage base appeared. 
 
23. Fifty thousand people evacuated from Pripyat. True. 
 
 It was difficult to decide on evacuation of the population from Pripyat, and from the 
entire 30-km Zone. There was no accurate dosimetric survey of radiation fields. No 
maps of radiation contamination of soil and all natural objects. Methods of 
determination of the levels of the radiation accumulated in the environment were 
known only to professionals in the ONIS laboratory in the Urals, who were engaged 
in the study of the radiation trace after the accident at Mayak facility in 1957.  I 
worked there as a researcher for about 10 years. On May 1, the first expedition went 
to Ukraine. In the summer of 1987, a number of specialists were transferred to 
permanent work in Chernobyl, including myself. Based on the analysis of soil and 
vegetation samples, the first map of the radiation trace at Chernobyl was made by the 
winter 1988. But it was immediately classified. It should be noted that there is no 
mention anywhere that the entire 30 km zone was divided into several other zones. 
The first checkpoint is the entrance to the 30 km Chernobyl Zone, the second one is 
the entrance to the territory where Pripyat and the nuclear power plant were located. 
And inside Pripyat city one more zone consisting of the part of the city which turned 
out to be more or less clean had been fenced with a barbed wire. At first they thought 
that the population would return there.  
 
24. Evacuation, chaos. True. 
 
The film shows the evacuation from Pripyat. Moreover, the city of Chernobyl and all 
the villages in the 30 km zone were also evacuated. The evacuation is portrayed 
accurately. But only professionals know and see the mistakes committed during the 
evacuation. This is a very important and difficult topic. But I talk about it everywhere. 
I compared it with the evacuation from the first radiation trace after the 1957 accident. 
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That experience was used in Chernobyl, and none of the mistakes of those years were 
corrected. In 2011, the same mistakes were repeated during the evacuation after the 
accident at the Fukushima nuclear power plant in Japan. But in this film, even a non-
specialist can see that there were disagreements between doctors and those who made 
decisions on evacuation. Nobody was given iodine pills, people in clothes 
contaminated with radionuclides were put in buses without changing their clothes and 
taken to a clean area. And once again it is well shown in the film that people were lied 
to, not told anything, promised to return in three days. Analyzing all these accidents, 
the mitigation of their consequences, evacuations and wondering what would have 
been done differently in the present time should something happen again, I'm 
horrified to conclude: nothing would have been done differently. The Russians have 
the expression "to step on the same rake" (keep making the same mistake). And in 
case of all radiation incidents, they step on the same rake over and over again. And it 
hurts me a lot. 
 
25. Four hundred rubles reward to attract people. True. 
 
At that time, the average salary of an engineer in Russia was 120 rubles. Later, when 
the liquidation of the accident’s consequences started in the Zone, they began to pay 
much more. There was a line in the salary table - "for the fulfillment of especially 
important tasks.” If I, as a researcher, before Chernobyl received 120 rubles per 
month, then for the first month of work as a leading engineer in Pripyat I received 
1500 rubles per shift, i. e. for 15 days (though we worked 12 hours a day and in very 
difficult conditions). 
 
26. "Every generation must endure its own suffering." True. 
 
 Yes, that's how those on whom people's lives depended thought. Ordinary people did 
not even reflect on it. It was a normal condition to live in. If we look at the history of 
the Russian people, our suffering was constant in any political system. People were 
used to endure hardships, many people did not know any other life. All times can be 
divided into "very bad", "bad" and "tolerable". This phrase in the film comes from the 
mouth of the person who decides, how it will be this time, and this very accurately 
reflects the reality. 
 
28. Irradiated people, acute radiation sickness and subsequent human suffering. 
True. 
 
 Very credible make-up and performance of the actors who portray people’s suffering. 
But they constantly show how someone touches them, hugs them. These people have 
already become radioactive sources themselves. And first of all they shaved their 
heads. It was impossible to keep hair that cannot be cleaned and remains a constant 
source of radiation. And it is not clear to everyone why the firefighter's wife gives 
him glasses when she opens the window curtains. The first to suffer from radiation 
exposure are the mucous membranes, especially the eyes. I am very grateful to the 
authors of the film that they have portrayed the dying people so accurately. Legasov 
explains to Vice chairman of the Council of Ministers Shcherbina what happens to 
irradiated people with acute radiation sickness. Many viewers may have been strongly 
affected by these scenes and stories. But it was necessary to show it. First, to 
understand the pain of these people. Second, to realize that radiation is not as safe as 
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many people claim. Third, to show the resilience and heroism of people. And not only 
of the irradiated people themselves, but also their loved ones who were shown 
through the story of the fireman's wife. But also doctors, many of whom later died in 
agony, because they were exposed to radiation through their patients. And if we were 
to do a sequel to the film about the fate of the accident liquidators and their families, 
it would be very painful to remember their slow death, illness and suffering, which 
lasted for years. And the feelings of the loved ones, and the pain of widows and 
orphaned children. And the cynicism of the leaders, who on paper created laws 
protecting the rights of the victims, and then gradually deprived them from benefits 
for medical treatment and recovery, and so on. About the life of those who have been 
simply abandoned to their fate and quietly, but suffering terribly, die one by one from 
year to year. At the end of the film it is said that only 31 people died officially. But 
these people died from an acute radiation sickness, which quickly mowed them down. 
And what about those who have got chronic radiation sickness? One couldn’t talk 
about that either then or now. Why small numbers like that? Because it was almost 
impossible to prove that your illnesses that had developed after returning from the 
Zone had a connection to radiation exposure. The connection was established by 
special medical-expert councils. If they establish that your disease is linked to 
radiation exposure, then you were entitled to small benefits in cash and in kind. If not, 
then you have the right to practically nothing, just peanuts. Where are these data? 
How many people had their diseases recognized as connected to radiation exposure?  
In the film we hear the question about what will happen to irradiated people: "When 
it's over, will they be taken care of?” The film is featured all over the world. Do the 
viewers know how one took care of the victims? This is a separate important and 
painful topic. 
 
29. On the miners. True. 
 
Scientists from all over the world have never faced a similar accident before, or at 
such a scale. That is why they did not know what to do. There were two tasks: to 
extinguish the fire and to slow down the reaction. Boron, cement and sand were 
thrown in the reactor. All this, as a cover, put out the fire of the reactor so that the 
radionuclides would not be carried around the world. But this did not lower the 
temperature inside. The molten mass could have burned through the concrete 
foundation below the unit and all the radiation would have been released into the 
groundwater. And where could it be “caught” later? Probably, it was done for the sake 
of a visual effect in the movie, but it was difficult for the Russian audience to watch 
the scenes with miners. Miners were so dirty when they came up from the mines after 
work. But then they went to wash up, and not sit dirty to play cards as shown in the 
movie.  
I once introduced the term "voluntary-compulsory". This term expressed very well 
how people “voluntarily” went to hard and dangerous work. At the time, it was not 
possible to just refuse a job offer (unless you quit and hide). So it looked like people 
voluntarily agreed. From the film I learned for the first time that there were 400 
miners. I did not encounter such a number anywhere. Most likely, they didn't all work 
at once, but as some of them left, others replace them at work. And they didn't work 
naked. Under no circumstances at all, even at high temperatures, would they undress. 
It's an artistic technique to show in a more convincing way the severity of working 
conditions at high temperatures. In reality, they worked in the white underwear of 
nuclear workers, but without respirators. It was impossible to breathe in them there. 
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30. On Soviet KGB. True. 
 
 This plot thread goes through the whole film. It is necessary to understand the 
historical context: the nuclear industry was gaining momentum, the confrontation 
between countries was growing. This structure, the KGB, seemed necessary. And they 
wiretapped. And they surveilled. But this was the case in all countries. However they 
wouldn't get out in the open, as shown in the film. Their presence was invisible. That 
is difficult to show in the movies. For some reason it offended the Russian viewer. If 
it were Russian cinema, they would consider everything to be truthful. 
 
31. Criminal trial of the station managers. True. 
 
 The reasons for the accident are being examined in detail. Legasov explains in the 
film very well how the events and the explosion occurred so that it would be clear 
even to the most ignorant person.  In my colleagues' responses, I read that Legasov 
was shown to be a rather weak-kneed person. But the most astounding thing about 
this film is how foreign filmmakers succeeded to get the feel, to live through that era, 
and to make it permeate the entire film. How it was in a country with the Soviet 
system. Now the KGB archives of that time have already been declassified. The 
reports show how the nuclear installations were built with violations of both 
technological and disciplinary rules.  The film itself, though in a very exaggerated 
manner, shows that an experiment at the station had to be carried out, such was the 
order from above. It shows how an engineer who had only 4 months of practical work 
experience found himself at the control panel. Most likely, this explosion would have 
inevitably happen sooner or later. I know that the same experiment was proposed for 
some other NPPs, including Beloyarsk NPP. But they did it in Ukraine. And there 
were several reasons for that. This is the influence of the leadership and the party, and 
the proximity of May 1 holiday. And the unprofessionalism and connivance of the 
personnel, as well as engineering errors in the reactor design. They punished people, 
but drew no conclusions. 
 
32. Causing Legasov to commit suicide. True. 
 
The film began and ended with the personal story of the scientist Legasov. And the 
phrase of one superior thrown in his face that he would not be shot, but.... Yes, it is 
possible not to kill a person in the open, but to create conditions for suicide. This is 
shown very well. This is also a characteristic of that time. 
 
In place of afterword.  
 
I know what I'm talking about, I was there. I've survived two cancers and now 
I'm struggling with the third. One day I decided to devote my life to telling 
everyone the truth about Chernobyl. 
 
What changed after the accident? They still don't want to tell the truth that the nuclear 
industry is not so safe. After all, in addition to the factors I mentioned above, natural 
forces can intervene, like in Fukushima. No matter how many times my colleagues 
and I would go around, telling the truth about nuclear accidents, people listen, get 
surprised, upset, worried.  And then forget.  
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But this film was featured to the whole world. There was a shock from the fact that it 
was so truthful. People can clearly see what happened at that time. They see the 
heroism and suffering of the Soviet people. They see that the peaceful atom might not 
be so peaceful! Let there be a lot of criticism. A lot of disputes. But nobody remains 
indifferent and people reflect on it. Maybe there is no need for lie anymore.  The most 
important is that there is truth! 
The director of the film said that when he made it, he was not against nuclear power. 
But one doesn't have to be against it. The film responded to the public demand. We 
have to admit mistakes. It is necessary to analyze and minimize the risks of new 
incidents. It should be acknowledged that the nuclear industry leaves a heavy legacy 
in the form of radioactive waste. That we leave our descendants with problems for 
centuries. We cannot change it anymore - the atom has entered our lives. And if all 
this is not controlled by the society, the atom itself will come to everyone, as 
Chernobyl has entered every home. It is necessary to learn to act safely and to be able 
to protect oneself in case of danger, since it already exists. 
I am glad that the film was released and I thank the creators of the film on behalf of 
myself personally and of all my fallen comrades. Thank you. 
 
Natalia Manzurova 
 
 


